
 
 
 

July 2015 Project Update 
 

Some of our Harpenden Spotlight on Africa (HSoA) UK volunteers have recently returned from a visit to 
Uganda, where they saw at first-hand the difference your donations have made.   

Education 

Our volunteers met two of the staff at Musoto Christian School 
who have recently been promoted after completing a two-year 
diploma funded by HSoA. Paul Maumo has been appointed as 
the school’s headteacher and Christine Atieno his deputy. Two 
more teachers are currently funded for the same diploma, one in the Nursery school.  

The school had further reason to celebrate after every pupil in its top class passed Uganda’s national 
examinations. All the students achieved Division 2 and above.* Their success was reported in the local 
press and the regional TV station even came to film their prize-giving ceremony.  
*The Mbale District average pass rate for Division 2 and above is 39%. 

The school has also been chosen as 
the sports centre for under 14’s in 
the sub county due to the quality 
of its equipment, facilities and 
coaching relative to other schools 
in the area.  And we have just 
installed electricity – again the first 
school in the area to have it. This 
will open up many new 
opportunities for learning.  

The gift of education 

As a reward for doing so well in these exams we wanted to give 
the children a gift. What would your child have asked for? 
Money? A computer? When we asked our students they replied: 
‘A mattress’. Why? Because with a mattress they won’t have to 
sleep on the hard floor when they leave home for secondary 
school. And if they sleep, they’ll learn. 

Mattresses were also given to the very young children in the baby 
class to have a sleep in the afternoon. 

It costs £60 a year to educate and feed a child at primary school. 

Can you give a Ugandan child a better future?  



 

Food for thought 

Funds provided by HSoA have improved the school kitchen. Although the new 
facility is still basic by Western standards it is a huge improvement on what 
was there before. The children are now able to enjoy porridge for breakfast as 
well as the basic lunch. Due to the experimental fish farm that Spotlight has 
started over the last year they have also been able to have some much 
needed protein in their diet. 

Healthcare 

We now have now trained 250 Community Health Promoters (CHPs) – all of 
them volunteers – who go from house to house delivering basic health and 
hygiene advice. Their dedication and enthusiasm is humbling. All are keen to continue their health 
education through our Continued Professional Development (CPD) programme, but we need your 
help.  

£100 will pay for a six-month CPD programme for one of our graduated CHPs. 
Can you help improve the health of a whole community? 

HSOA recently funded 
26 bicycles for the 
CHP Team Leaders. 
This enables them to 
visit members of the 
community who live 
further away.    

Peace-building 

Our volunteers were delighted to hear of an unexpected consequence of our work. Children from 
different tribes – who were previously in conflict – now attend the same schools, and are using and 
managing the same boreholes. Committees have been set up at each, with equal representation for 
the groups that use the resource. These committees have helped the tribes resolve their issues, so not 
only are the boreholes you helped us drill providing clean, safe drinking water – but they are also 
bringing much-needed peace to the region.  

With your help we can continue to transform lives  
 
Your donations make a lasting difference. Bukasakya subcounty, where we work, has roughly the same 
population as Harpenden but where Harpenden has 23 doctors, Bukasakya has none. Each of us can 
expect to live to 83*, but the average person in Mbale dies at 57*. Child mortality rates in England and 
Wales are 0.4* per cent – in Bukasakya this figure is nearly 25 times higher at 11.6%! 

Please give whatever you can by visiting http://www.hsoa.org.uk 
 

* Data sourced from Office of National Statistics, World Health Organisation and Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact: enquiries@hsoa.org.uk or phone 01582 761305 
Harpenden Spotlight on Africa is a Registered Charity 1117585 
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